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Strawberry Hill Estates Homeowners Association  

2016 Meeting Minutes 

 
 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Strawberry Hill Estates Homeowner Association was called 
via postal mail, notice on website, and sign on neighborhood announcement board for 
Thursday April 28, 2016, at 7:30 p.m. at the Hamburg Township Senior Center.  The 
following are the minutes of that meeting. 
 

 A Roll Call of the Membership was taken by sign-in sheet (attached).  A quorum of 
homeowners was achieved.  Attendance included five proxy designations 
(attached). 
 

 The Minutes of the 2015 meeting were presented by the Secretary and were 
approved by Motion and Second with no changes.   

 

 A financial reporting of the Association was presented by the Treasurer (attached). 
 

 A Building and Use Restrictions update was presented by the President which was 

focused on a homeowner’s request to build a structure on their property.  This 

request was denied by the Board, as well as was a 2nd, clarified request.  A lawsuit 

was filed to prevent construction.  Documentation on this request and the ensuing 

legal activity was presented by the Secretary at the Annual meeting and is 

attached. 
 

 The Park Report was presented by the Association Secretary who is also the Chair 

of the Park Committee.  It included the 2015 Revenue and Expenses.  She asked 

the membership to note that this past year, due to a problem with the anchoring of 

the swim raft, additional expenditures were required.  She noted that in general the 

pontoon lottery funds – which are the only support for the park – cover the typical 

expenses of grass maintenance, occasional sand and road maintenance, and 

portable sanitation.  She noted that the Park fund has little reserve for emergencies 

and no plan for larger deferred maintenance such as the seawall and erosion 

prevention. 
 

She reminded the membership of the 2012-13 effort to have all homeowners 

contribute $50 annually to the Park maintenance.  This addition to the annual 

homeowners assessment targeted to the park required a 2/3 affirmative vote of the 

Membership, and it was approved by the Estates on the condition that it would also 

be approved by Bluffs’ homeowners.  The Bluffs approval did not occur due to a 

lack of 2/3 of the homeowners voting.  Of those who did vote in the Bluffs, the 

majority did indeed approve.  Note that this data was for discussion/reminder 

purposes only and is reflected in the 2013 and 2014 approved minutes and vote. 
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The Chair of the Park also presented the 2012-2013 budget spreadsheet (which is 

on the website) and to which she had added the 2015 actual expenditures and 

revenues.  Future effort will be required to update this spreadsheet for current 

maintenance and improvement tasks.  She requested the membership to be aware 

of the need for maintenance and improvements to keep our Park and beach 

beautiful. 

 

Larry Gauthier had attended the meeting that was organized by the Portage Lake 

Association and which was a read-out of the commissioned Restorative Lake 

Sciences study of the chain of lakes with a focus on the weeds that are overtaking 

the lakes.  Key information Larry provided included: 

 

o Livingston and Washtenaw Counties will cooperate on a ‘next steps’ effort 

based on the study, with Washtenaw leading. 

 

o The Washtenaw Township Board of Water, Sewer and Drains will inventory 

the 7-8 lakes in the chain, and by August plans to have a projected cost to 

remediate the weed problem. 

 

o There are 9 townships that are in the political area.  A coordinated 

remediation effort will work by each township establishing a Special 

Assessment district to fund the remediation.  Members were reminded of the 

Special Assessment district we formed to fix our neighborhood roads.  

Homeowners signed a petition, submitted it to the township when a majority 

was achieved, and the effort was implemented.  Expense was added equally 

to each homeowner’s tax bill.  Since each homeowner in the neighborhood 

(approximately 125 homeowners) equally own the beach/park, the expense 

to remediate would be shared equally with the Special Assessment for the 

lakes water quality. 

 

o It is likely that the Counties would propose a 5-year plan at which point it 

could be anticipated that the weed problem would be controlled. 

 

o Larry noted that there was an absolute statement that we have more plants 

than harvesting, i.e., raking, cutting, can fix.  In fact this harvesting effort will 

cause even more problems since for each plant that is harvesting, 

approximately 10,000 spores are released to re-seed.  (Note that the Park 

budget bought a rake and cutter last year at the request of some Board 

Members and as reflected in Board minutes.  These devices should not be 

used.) 

 

 There was no additional New Business submitted. 
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 The Secretary presented to the Membership the individuals who were nominated 

for the new Board of Directors.  They included the following homeowners who were 

nominated for Board Membership: 
 

 Amanda Cole 

 Linnette Drzewiecki (Not in attendance at the meeting.) 

 Sean Kass 

 Scott Landis 
 

And the following Board members who agreed to re-serve on the Board: 

 Craig Mestach 

 Dave Walmroth 
 
Current Board Member Mary Eileen McLaughlin declined to re-serve on the Board. 

 
Homeowners voted for three Board Members.  The vote resulted in the following count 
in order of number of votes.  (Note that James Roach held one voting proxy and Craig 
Mestach held four voting proxies.) 
 
 

Linnette Drzewiecki – 17 
Craig Mestach -17 
Dave Walmroth -16 
Sean Kass - 12 
Scott Landis - 12 

Amanda Cole – 7 

 

 

Subsequent to the vote, Mr. Walmroth invited the individuals who had been nominated 

but had not been elected to feel free to attend any Board meetings.  The Secretary has 

noted in the past that Michigan has an open meetings law relative to public institutions, 

and while not a requirement for our Association, this transparency is highly 

recommended.  

 

 

 The meeting was called to a close by Motion and Second at approximately 8:45. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Mary Eileen McLaughlin 

VP and Secretary through meeting.  

April 28, 2016 

 












































